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CITY  OF  WELLS. 

URBAN _ SANITARY _ AUTHORITY 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 

i25fi 

To: _ The  Urban  Sanitary  Author itY.,gf_the_^itY_Q£_Weli 

Mr.  Mayor ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  during  1956. 


GENERAL 

The  Area  of  the  City  is  1336.00  acres. 

The  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  the  Mid-year  resident 
population  of  Wells  in  1956  was  6,140  (6,08o) 

The  number  of  inhabited,  houses  in  the  City  at  the  end  of  1956 
was  1,976. 

The  Rateable  Value  at  the  end  of  1956  was  €83,893  (£50,689) 

The  sum  represented  by  the  penny  rate  at  the  end  of  1956  was 
estimated  at  £332.0s.0d.  (£l77-Os.Od.) 


BIRTH _ RATE . 


The  total  live  births  in  the  City  in  1956  was  89  (82)  as 
follows : - 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


85  (78)  Males:  40  (42) 

4  (  4)  Males:  2(4) 


Females:  45  (36 
Femal e  s :  2  ( - 


Still  births:  There  were  6  still  births  during  1956  as 
follows : - 


Legitimate  5  Males:  3  Females: 

Illegitimate  1  Males:  1  Females: 

The  birthrate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  14.5  (13*48) 


DEATH _ RaTE. 

There  were  150  (134)  deaths  in  the  City  from  all  causes 
during  1956,  82  (62)  Males  and  68  (72)  Females. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  or  other 

Puerperal  causes. 

There  were  23  (l6)  deaths  from  cancer  13  Males  and  10  Females. 

There  were  2 7  (32)  deaths  from  heart  disease:-  11  Males  and 
16  Females. 

The  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  24.5  (22.04) 


N.B.  Figures  in  brackets  are  corresponding  figures  for  1955* 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  ages- 


Legitimate  2  (2) 

Male  2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  of  age: 

Legitimate  2  (l) 

Male  2 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Notifications  were:- 

Whooping  Cough 

nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

nil 

Measles 

4 

Erysipelis 

nil 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 

nil 

Food  poisoning 

nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatonum 

i  2 

TUBERCULOSI S . 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  number  of  cases  on  my 
register  was  45  as  follows:- 


Male. 

Female . 

Pulmonary 

25 

17 

Non  Pulmonary 

1 

2 

26 

19 

During  the  year  6  cases  of 

pulmonary 

tuberculosis  were 

notified,  5  males  and  3  females 

.  During 

the  year  3  cases  of 

pulmonary  tuberculosis,  1  male 

and  2  fema 

le  were  removed  from 

the  register  for  the  following 

reasons . 

Left  the  District 

2 

Cured 

1 

So  that  at  the  end  of  the 

year  the  number  of  cases  on 

the  register  was  48  as  follows: 

Male . 

Female . 

Pulmonary 

27 

18 

Non  Pulmonary 

1 

o 

/ 

28 

20 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30245448 
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WATER  SUPPLY ■ 


Quantity 


The  total  daily  consumption  of  water  in  the  '-ity  was 

246=000  gallons .  This  consumption  represent: 


an  average  t, 

40.0  gallons  per  head  per  day. 


Sources . 


(a) 


Public.  The  main  source  of  supply  of  the 
from  the  Holes  Ash  and  Vigo  Spring  areas  on  the  South. _ 
Slopes  of  the  Mendip  Hills,  and  from  two  boreholes 
situated  at  the  Athletic  Ground. 


(to 


Private.  There  are  also  three  private  borehole  supplies 
and  the  water  supplied  by  these  is  mainly  used  ior 
industrial  purposes. 


The  Tudway  Estates  have  a  water  supply  which  is 
Diced  to  a  small  number  of  houses  in  the  Ci^y,  and  also 
supplies  the  Cathedral  Grammar  School.  This  supply, 
derived  from  a  spring  on  the  Mendip  Hills,  is  f eo  to  a 
reservoir  at  Walcombe,  and  thence  for  distribution. 


Chemcal_and^acteriolgjgical_Examination. 

Details  of  typical  results  of  chemical  examinations 


were  as  follows;- 

‘  All  results  in  parts  per  million. 

Holes  Ash  Springs 

Rorohole  .  ... 

Physical  Characters 

Clear  &  bright 

Clear  &  bright 

Reaction 

1 

Total  Solids  j 

Slightly  alkaline 
p ,h. 

166.0 

Slightly  alkaline 

p.h.  7.3 

472.0 

Alkalinity  (as  Ca  Co^) 

135.0 

295.0 

Total  Hardness 

130.0 

530.0 

(a)  Permanent 

nil 

60.0 

(b)  Temporary 

130.0 

270.0 

Chlorides  as  Cl 2 

20.0 

50.0 

Ammonia  Nitrogen 

0.002 

0.002 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  Nitrogen 

0.004 

0.014 

Nitrates  Nitrogen 

0.6 

1.0 

Nitrites  Nitrogen 

j  nil 
} 

nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs. 

at  80°F 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

j 

j  0.2 

2.0 

0.2 

4.0 

1 

i 

Sediment 

none 

none 

J 

. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Hardness . 

The  water  from  the  Spring  supplies  is  slightly  hard  and  all 
temporary.  The  Borehole  water  is  a  very  hard  water  and  mainly 
temporary . 

Borehole  Contamination . 

Due  to  the  presence  of  tar  acids  a.  slightly  unpleasant  taste 
has  been  present  in  past  years.  The  quantity  has  been  so  slight 
as  to  fail  detection  by  the  laboratory.  During  1956  this  taste 
has  caused  few  complaints  and  has  been  less  noticeable.  The 
indications  are  that  the  trouble  is  disappearing. 


Samples . 


Twelve  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis  from 
taps  with  the  supply  area,  and  all  were  satisfactory 


Raw  Water. 

After  Treatment. 

t 

* 

i 

Beet  e  r i  ;  1 ,  deal.  Chem j 

- ~ 

Leal . 

— - 

Bacter 

iclonical.  Chemical. 

Sat. 

- 1 

unsat.  j  Sat. 

unsat . 

Sat . 

f 

unsat.  !  Sat. 

f 

unsat. 

Nil 

j 

Nil  j  Nil 

Nil 

12 

Nil  J  Nil 

_ i - 

Nil 

Piped  Supplies . 


Most  houses  in  the  City  have  an  internal  piped  water  supply, 
there  is,  however,  still  a  large  number  of  houses,  estimated  at 
250,  which  obtain  their  supplies  from  taps  situated  externally, 
and  usually  at  the  rear  of  the  houses.  In  many  cases  this  supply 
point  is  shared  between  2  or  nor-e  houses.  The  majority  of  these 
houses  are  in  the  Councils  Slum  Clearance  programme. 


Mains  Extension . 

Water  main  extensions  during  the  year  have  been:- 


Stoberry  Park 


167  ydi 


of  2n  main. 


Bath  Road  Estate 
Bath  Road  Estate 
These  extensions  were 


150 

yds. 

of 

4M 

1 53 

yds . 

of 

2" 

to  serve 

priv 

ate 

bu. 

mam, 

main. 

lding  development. 


Rainfall . 

The  rainfall  figure  for  1956  was  25.62  inches.  Previous  years 
rainfall  figures  were  as  follows:- 


1955 

29.9  inches. 

1954 

41.55  inches. 

1955 

25.94  inches. 

■ 


' 

•I 
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SWIMMING  BATHS . 


Samples  of  water  are  taken  from  the  Swimming  Baths  during 
the  summer  season.  The  samples  are  taken  both  from  the  shallow 
or  inlet  end  and  from  the  deep  or  outlet  end.  The  estimated 
average  number  of  bathers  during  the  season  was  213  per  day. 

Water  for  the  baths  is  taken  from  the  main  supply,  and 
passes  through  a  continuous  pressure  sand  filter  and  is  chlorinated. 
The  turnover  of  the  water  in  the  baths  takes  place  every  4  hours. 
Twelve  samples  of  water  from  the  baths  were  taken  throughout  the 
season  and  were  all  satisfactory. 


SEWAGE 


DISPOSAL. 


On  January  11th  a  public  enquiry  was  held  at  Wells  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  into  the  Council’s 
proposals  foi  the  reconstruction  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
in  accordance  with  the  scheme  prepared  by  the  Council’s 
Consultant  Engineers.  Approval  of  the  scheme  in  principle  was 
given  by  the  Minister  on  22nd  September  1956  which  incorporated 
permission  to  invite  tenders  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
necessary  works. 

During  the  year  nuisance  has  arisen  due  to  septic  tank 
discharges  from  houses  situated  at  the  extreme  west  of  Wookoy 
Hole  Road.  The  subsoil  of  the  area  is  not  suitable  to  absorb 
the  discharges  and  in  consequence  pending  takes  place,  causing 
nuisance.  No  sewer  is  available  fox  the  houses  in  this  part  of 
the  district  and  the  provision  of  a  sewer  to  serve  this  area  is 
a  comparatively  simple  engineering  matter,  to  which  the  attention 
of  the  Council  should  be  directed  in  the  near  future. 

Sewer  extensions  during  the  year  were  as  follows 

Wookey  Hole  Road  (Council  Houses)  50  yds. 

Bath  Road  (Private  Enterprise)  1184  yds. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


A  weekly  combined  refuse  and 
out  in  the  City.  Trade  refuse  is 

Disposal  of  household  and  trade  refuse  is  by  some  controlled 


salavage  collection  is  carried 
'emoved  on  payment 


tipping  on  the  sites  adjacent  to  the 
would  be  much  improved  if  a  full  system 


Sewage 


Disposal  Works, 


aid 


of  controlled  tipping 


were  adopted.  The  lack  of  covering  material  and  insufficient 
labour  force  are  the  main  reasons  which  prevent  this  as  present. 


HOUSES  ERECTED . 


Houses  erected 
during  the  year. 


Houses  in 
course  of 
erection. 


Conversi on  Temporary 
to  flats  or 
dwellings . 


Local  Authority 

18 

a..1. 

Nil 

Nil 

Private  Enterprise 

28 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

46 

59 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  number  of  post  war  houses  completed. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  265 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  114 


HOUSING  PROGRAMME . 

Local  Authority.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  24  new  houses  during  1957- 

The  Portway  Housing  Site,  sufficie:."1  for  30  houses  is  now  in 
progress,  and  should  be  completed  during  1 957* 


HOUSING  APPLICATIONS . 

The  total  number  of  application  •■■■:  for  tenancy  of  a  Council 
House  at  the  end  of  the  ye“r  was  l8l.. 


GRANTS 

FCR  IMPROVE! 

■iENT  OF  DUELLINGS 

No.  of 

applications 

received 

7 

No .  " 

ii 

app  co  red 

7 

No .. 

n 

rejected 

Nil 

No  „  "• 

withdrawn 

Nil 

’’he  average 


approved  cos 


average  rental  fixed  was  £66 


a-- r 

n  h 


dwelling  was 
per  annum. 


£p9d  and  the 


OVERCROWDING. 

The  overcrowding  situation  in  the  City  is  not  serious.  There 
are  isolated  eases  which  receive  attention  as  alternative  accommodation 
be  combe  s  availa ble . 


r:  j|  ■ 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES. 


Houses  Demolished . 

(a)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas.  NIL 

(b)  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas, 
and  as  a  result  of  procedure  under 

Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936.  NIL 

Houses  Closed . 

(a)  Under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  1 

(b)  Parts  of  building’s  closed  under 

Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  NIL 

Houses  marie  fit  and  in  which  defects  yore  remedied. 

(a)  After  informal  action  by  Local  Authority.  99 

(b)  After  formal  notice  under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts.  NIL 

Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use .  NIL 

(Housing  Repairs  &  Rents  Act  1954) 

Purchase  of  Houses  by  Aareer.n o n t .  NIL 


HOUSING 


INSPECTIONS 


l.(a)Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects. 

(Under  Public  Health  or  Housins  Acts) 


(b) Number  of  inspections  for  the 


purpose . 


2«(< 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  'included  under 
sub.  heading  l(a)  abo.uA  which  were 


inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Consolidation  Regs.  1929- -1932 • 


IIous  Lng 


(b)  lumber 


inspections 


or  purpose 


(c) Number  of  houses  in  which  no  a  end  on  was 
found  ne cess  ary . 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 

a  state  so  dangerous  and  injurious  to  health 
as  tc  bo  unfit  for  human  habitation. 


4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (including  those 
referred  to  under  proceeding  sub.  heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation. 


20  7 

248 


31 


45 


7 

47 


112 


/ 


HOUSING  INSPECTIONS  CONTD . 
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Action  Under  Statutory  Powers . 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9*10  and.  l6 

of  the  Housing  Act  1938.  NIL 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts.  NIL 

Proceedings  under  Sect!  n  12  of  the 

Housing  Act  1938.  NIL 


F( 


INSPECT a 


The  quantity  of  canned  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year 
reveals  a  decrease  by  comparison  with  pest  war  years.  The  reason 
for  this  is  the  altered  internal  trading  arrangements  of  Wholesale 
business  houses.  In  many  cases  wholesalers  now  make  direct 
re-imbursement  of  unfit  foodstuffs,  whereas  hitherto  it  was 
necessary  for  retailers  to  obtain  a  condemnation  certificate 
before  a  claim  could  be  made. 

Visits  made  to  food  shops  resulted  in  the  following 
quantities  of  food  being  disposed  of  as  unfit  for  human 


consumption?- 

Beef 

19  lbs. 

Prawns 

32  lbs. 

Frozen  Egg 

28  lbs. 

Shrimps 

44  lbs. 

Canned  Goods. 

cwt . 

That  "12 

lbs . 

1 

Mi  Ik 

lbs . 

4  Teens 

Bruit 

73 

Vegetables 

15 

"ish 

10 

•T  am 

4 

a  ' oasieumeut  of  milk  powder 
contained  black  specks  throughout 
laboratory  oxaminutioh.  The  r-.au 
had  been  subjected  to  overturnin' 


•vc.  the  flue  School  which 
she  substance  was  sent  to 
1  .  indicating  that  the  powder 
d  o.  lug  processing. 


human  consumption  from  a  butcher 
butcher  was  sent  a  warning  lotto 


ho  a  condition  unfit  for 
hap  were  condemned,  and  the 


_  Q  „ 


FOOD 


PREMISES, 


The  total  number  of  food  businesses  within  the  City  is  128. 
These  are  separated  into  the  following  types 


Butchers  Shops 

8 

Grocers  Shops 

15 

Chemists  &  Druggists 

5 

Cafes 

10 

Confectioner  Shops 

5 

Licensed  Premises 

19 

Greengrocers  Shops 

6 

Bakehouses 

4 

Fish  Shops 

2 

School  Kitchens  & 

Dining  Centres 

c : 
j 

Fish  &  Chip  Shops 

2 

Hotels 

s 

Sweet  Shops 

18 

Guest  Houses 

20 

General  Shops 

5 

Food  Manufacturing 

Premises 

1 

Cold  Stores 

l 

Mobile  Shops 

1 

A  total  of  204  visits  were  paid  to  f  ,'od  promises  in  connection 
with  work  under  the  Councils  Clean  Food  Byelaws  and.  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulation  1955  • 

Improvements  Effected . 


Food  Premises . 

General  Sanitary  Conditions  Improved 

Addi tiona 1  W . C . s  provi ded 

Hot  &  cold  water  supplied 

Soap  k  towels  provided 

Sinks  provided 

Rooms  cleansed 

Rooms  replasterod 

Clothes  cupboards  provided 


2 

l 

4 

10 

"7 

4 


Cafes.  Restaurants . 

Concroventions  remedied.  1 6 


55 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 


General . 


!a)  Total  number  of  Dairy  Farms 
b)  Total  number  of  Retailers 
c)  Number  of  Producer/Retailers  inc.in  (b) 
d)  Number  of  licensed  pasteurisation  plants 
e)  Number  of  heat-treatment  plants  not  included 
in  (d) 

(f)  Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  issued 
to  dealers  or  distributors 


7 

5 

l 

l 

Nil 

5 


4 


h 
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MILK  SAMPLING 


Designation 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Un  s  a  t  i  s  f  a  c  t  o  r  y 

Tuberculin  Tested 

14 

12 

2 

Accredited 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

14 

13 

1 

Sterilised 

— 

— 

Undesignated 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

28 

25 

3 

Biological  Sampling . 


Number  taken  3  Negative  Results  3 


ICE  CREAM. 


No.  of  Premises  Registered „ 


(a)  For  manufacture  only  Nil 
CbJ  For  retail  only  27 
(c)  For  manufacture  and  retail  4 


Sampling . 


The  total  number  of  samples  of  Ice  Cream  taken  during 
the  year  -was  28.  The  number  of  samples  taken  has  decreased 
annually  due  to  the  high  bacteriological  standard  of  the  product. 
The  results  were  as  follows 


Grade  1 
Grade  11 
Grade  111 
Grade  IV 


Hot  Mix . 

21 

5 

Nil 

Nil 


Co  1  d  JNi  x . 
2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Totals  26 


2 


. 

• 
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MEAT  SUPERVISION . 


Number  of  Licensed  Slaughterhouses  in  District 
Number  of  Licensed  Knackers  Yards  in  District 


2 

NIL 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  during  the  year:- 


Cattle  excluding 

Calves . 

Sheep 

Cows . 

Lambs . 

Number  Killed 

95 

9 

358 

Number  Inspected 

95 

9 

338 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis . 

(a)  Carcases  dondemned 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

22 

Nil 

3 

Tuberculosis  onlv. 

(a)  Carcases  condemned 

(b)  Carcases  of  which  some 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Weight  of  Meat  condemned. 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

53  lbs. 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Other  Diseases 

132  lbs. 

Nil 

8 

No  Cows  or  pigs  were  killed  in  the  City  during  1956. 


Disposal  of  condemned  food  is  by  burial  at  the  Refuse 
Disposal  tip  or  by  arrangement  with  Knackers  who  operate  from 
Bristol,  and  provide  a  daily  collection  service. 


;•* 
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RODENT  CONTROL . 


Sewer  Maintenance  Treatment . 

Two  sewer  maintenance  test  treatments  were  again  repeated 
during  the  year,  and  has  had  considerable  success. 

There  arc  91  manholes  on  the  sewer  system  of  the  City. 
Treatment  of  12  manholes  was  undertaken  and  in  each  case 
resulted  in  only  2  manholes  shewing  presence  of  rats. 


Surface  Infestations . 


During  the  year  55  complaints  of  surface  infestation 
received,  21  separate  treatments  were  carried  out  by  the 
operative.  Warfarin  has  come  to  be  accepted  °s  the  basic 
poison  and  it  was  used  in  all  the  tre  .tments. 

Details  are  given  below  in  the  form  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


we  r 
rod 

rat 


Local 

Dwelling 

Others 

Agric . 

Total 

Authority . 

Houses . 

including 

Business 
Premises . 

Number  of  Properties 
in  Area. 

12 

1976 

•115 

26 

2127 

Number  of  Properties 

inspected  as  a 

result  of 

(a)  Notification 

2 

12 

19 

2 

55 

(b)  Survey 

10 

58 

21 

16 

85 

Infested  Properties 

) Major 

2 

9 

(a)  Rats  ) Minor 

— 

6 

9 

5 

18 

) Major 

(b)  Mice  ) Minor 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Notices  served 
under  the  Act 

NIL 

RIVER  POLLUTION . 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year 


NIL 


Alan  \J .  Wo  oil  ev.  M.B  _.__C  tu  B . 
Medical  -Officer  of  Health . 

n «  C . _ j,  >i  r  c  j  i .  > .  ■ a  i »  ,  .  i .  A .  i - 

Public  health  Inspector. 
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